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We aspire to deliver a complete transformation 
that would see us become the cultural heart of 
York Central, giving it a unique identity. We are a 
major local employer with over 200 employees 
and 275 volunteers. 15% of our visitors are from 
the immediate York area and we want to grow this 
number, along with the number of local school visits. 
We are committed to a future museum that works 
and brings significant benefits for both locals and 
tourists – our plans would boost the local economy 
by £10 million per year.

The cultural heart 
of York Central

Central Gallery - 
remaining relevant into 
the future

Diverting Leeman Road and 
the creation of new pedestrian 
and cycle routes would 
provide the opportunity to 
unite the museum site for 
the first time, providing level 
access throughout. The new 
Central Gallery created in this 
space would provide a better 
welcome and facilities for all 
our visitors, including local 
people. It would enable the 
museum to remain relevant into 
the future, plugging the skills 
gap and predicted shortfall in 
engineering graduates.

The exciting new space 
would facilitate the display 
of the latest technology and 
innovations from the modern 
rail industry. The Central 
Gallery is part of our wider 
Masterplan ambitions to deliver 
improvements across our site. 

£50 million vision for 
transformation

The Central Gallery is one part of 
our broader £50 million vision to 
transform the museum, providing 
a significant boost to the local 
economy. The Masterplan 
comprises the following projects:

1. Great Hall – Complete 
renovation of the Victorian-era 
Great Hall to tell the epic stories 
of how the railways changed the 
world. 

2. Wonderlab – New interactive 
gallery to inspire the engineers 
of the future through hands-on 
building, testing and learning.
 

Welcome! Thank you for 
taking your time to visit 
our exhibition. 

Museum masterplan | Wilkinson Eyre

3. Central Gallery – New welcome 
space creating level access, 
improved visitor facilities and 
showcasing the latest technology 
and innovations from the modern 
rail industry.

4. South Yard – enhancing the 
outdoor area to provide more 
green space.

5. Museum Square – Creation of a 
vibrant new public space for York, 
featuring the historic coal drops at 
its heart.

6. Diverting Leeman Road 
enables the creation of level 
access to the museum site and 
improved welcome and visitor 
facilities. 

Central Gallery | Wilkinson Eyre

Central Gallery entrance | Wilkinson Eyre
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Diverting Leeman Road

The York Central Partnership 
has chosen the option to 
divert Leeman Road and 
create a new access road for 
York Central. The diversion 
of Leeman Road has been an 
ambition since 2014 and was 
highlighted in the Seeking 
Your Views consultation in 
2016. This was selected as the 
best option to help effective 
movement through the site 
and to improve access for 
existing residents into the 
planned new developments.

Creating a pedestrian 
friendly gateway

We have a unique opportunity 
to improve access in and 
around the museum as 
part of the wider York 
Central redevelopment and 
aspirations for York Station, 
including creating a pedestrian 
and cycle friendly gateway to 
the city. The current experience 
for pedestrians and cyclists 
around Leeman Road and 
Marble Arch is poor. We 
would like the museum and 
new environment around it 
to be a place where people 
will want to visit, live in and 
travel through, including those 
with limited mobility and 
pushchairs. 

The cultural heart 
of York Central

Central Gallery entrance | Wilkinson Eyre

Museum Square | Wilkinson Eyre and Gustafson, Porter + Bowman

South Yard | Wilkinson Eyre and Gustafson, Porter + Bowman



3
The museum and other York Central Partners are 
committed to providing safe and well-lit access 
routes for pedestrians and cyclists and have been 
working closely with North Yorkshire Police.

Outdoor pedestrian 
and cycle route

We have explored several 
options for pedestrian and cycle 
access outside of museum 
hours. The following panels 
set out these options. We are 
inviting you to share your views 
on these and any other ideas 
and suggestions you may have.

Please write your comments 
on post it notes and share on 
the options table on panel 7. 
The first three options include 
doing nothing and not creating 
a Central Gallery, building 
a canopy to link the site or 
providing 24 hour staffed entry 
through the site.

A zoomed in view of masterplan showing the museum area | Allies and Morrison and Gustafson, Porter + Bowman

Example of segregated cycleway 
| Gustafson, Porter + Bowman

Wider masterplan | Allies and Morrison and Gustafson, Porter + Bowman
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Lifts

Pedestrians and cyclists would 
follow the existing route of 
Leeman Road to the edge of the 
new Central Gallery. They would 
then use lifts to take them up to 
a bridge over the roof of the new 
Central Gallery below, before 
using a second lift to return to 
ground level. 

Ramps

This variation shows ramped 
access at each side of the 
museum instead of lifts. These 
ramps have been kept to a 
maximum gradient of 1:20 
which increases their length 
but enables them to be used 
by those with pushchairs, 
wheeled luggage, bicycles or 
wheelchairs.
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Sections showing bridge over museum option (lifts) | Gustafson, Porter + Bowman
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3D illustrative views showing the bridge over museum option (lifts) | Gustafson, Porter + Bowman
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Lifts

Pedestrians and cyclists coming 
from the city would take a lift at 
the edge of the Central Gallery 
to enable them to access an 
elevated walkway through the 
Central Gallery space to Leeman 
Road at the West side. This 
could be similar to the type of 
walkways commonly found in 
airports.
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Illustrative views showing the tunnel through museum option | Gustafson, Porter + Bowman

Sections showing bridge through museum options (lifts) | Gustafson, Porter + Bowman

Plan corresponding to sections below| Gustafson, Porter + Bowman
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Lifts

Pedestrians and cyclists would 
follow the existing route of 
Leeman Road to the edge of 
the new Central Gallery. They 
would then be able to use lifts 
to take them down to a tunnel 
underneath the new gallery 
below, before using a second 
lift at the other end to return to 
ground level.
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Ramps

This variation shows a 
continuous ramp to access 
each end of the tunnel under 
the Central Gallery. The 
maximum gradient is 1:20 
which helps accessibility for 
those with wheelchairs and 
pushchairs, but means the 
tunnel is 230 metres long.
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Sections showing the tunnel under museum option (lifts) | Gustafson, Porter + Bowman

Sections showing the tunnel under museum option (lifts) | Gustafson, Porter + Bowman
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The table below highlights the options we have 
explored so far to provide pedestrian and cycle 
access. We invite you to share your thoughts 
and views on these options, or your alternative 
suggestions, by adding post-it notes below with 
your comments. You can also chat to a member of 
the museum team to discuss your ideas.

Options considered

Tell us what you think

What do you think the experience 
would be like for pedestrians and 
cyclists in these options?

What do you think the experience 
would be like for visitors to the 
museum in these options?

Do you have any ideas for other 
options or any other comments?

Fill in a post-it note and 
place it on the board 
to have your say on the 
possible options. 

Option 0
Do not build 
Central Gallery

1 
No enclosed  
building, canopy 
link

2
Build new  
Central Gallery - 
24hr manned  
access

3
Build Central  
Gallery and out-
door pedestrian / 
cycle routes out of 
hours

4
Bridge over  
museum

5
Build tunnel 
through Central  
Gallery

6
Tunnel under 
museum

Relevant exhibition 
board 

Board 4 Board 5 Board 6

Length of bridge / 
tunnel

No change. 50 metres 50 metres N/A 75 metres 50 metres 230 metres

Pedestrian journey
time impact to city

No change. No change. No change. + 49 sec + 2 min 30 sec + 2 min + 2 min 30 sec

Pedestrian journey 
time impact to station

No change. No change. No change. -53 sec + 2 min 30 sec + 2 min + 2 min 30 sec

Cycle journey time 
impact

No change. No change. + 30 sec +19 sec + 2 min + 1 min 30 sec + 1 min 20 sec

What would the 
experience be like for 
pedestrians and 
cyclists?

 

What would the 
experience be like for 
museum visitors?

Any other comments, 
ideas or suggestions? 

Potential cost Nil Low High (revenue) Medium High High High



8Timescale and 
views

Our commitment
 to engagement

This exhibition is part of our ongoing 
engagement work and commitment 
to hearing the views and ideas of 
local residents. There will be further 
opportunities to share your views, 
including further consultation 
as part of our application to the 
Department for Transport to stop 
up Leeman Road. There will also be 
opportunities for further engagement 
and collaborative design when we 
move onto the detailed design stage 
in Autumn 2019. 

Timescale for current 
proposals

The proposed route for 
pedestrians and cyclists would 
be phased in, with the new 
environment being created first.

The new spine road and 
pedestrian and cycle routes open 
by March 2021. Pedestrians and 
cyclists will still be able to use 
Leeman Road until 2023. Work 
to create the new Central Gallery 
would start in 2023.

Future conversations and 
keeping in touch

We will share further information 
about how our proposals are shaping 
up and future engagement events at 

railwaymuseum.org.uk/futureplans

You can also email us at  
info@railwaymuseum.org.uk

You can find out more information 
about the wider York Central 
redevelopment at yorkcentral.info

Station Hall | Photo by Allies and Morrison

@

Previous engagement activities | Photos by Aberfield

Previous engagement activities | Photo by Aberfield


