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Liveries: locomotives, rolling stock, 
buildings and structures. 
 
Staff pointers for livery and paint research 
 
For useful websites on livery colours including paint codes have a look here: 
https://delicious.com/Librarian_at_NRM/livery  
 
 
Colour accuracy 
 
Colour accuracy, particularly for pre-nationalisation liveries, can be 
problematic. This is due to such things as different manufacturers producing 
slightly different shades; variations in paint constituents (for example some 
pigments produced from chemical or vegetable dyes can fade quickly if 
exposed to sunlight; others perhaps with oxide as a constituent, can darken. 
An "original" paint sample is not therefore a guide to be relied on, nor is 
photographic evidence as colour film was rare until the post war period and 
even then the sensitivity of early colour films to particular light wavelengths 
means that colour photography can be misleading.  Comparing against the 
colour of particular vehicles in the collection is also fraught with risk as there 
are numerous known errors. So it’s not really possible to be 100% accurate 
when it comes to colour, but, by all account, no two locomotives were the 
same colour anyway!  

 
Another thing to note is that colour doesn't "scale" very well, so modellers in 
smaller scales such as 00 have to take this into account. The same paint used 
on a full size locomotive will probably be far too dark when applied to a small 
model locomotive, and will need lightening up somewhat to look "right". 
Modellers in smaller scales are usually best advised to look at the commercial 
paint ranges that are produced by a number of model paint suppliers. This 
becomes less an issue the larger the scale model.  
 

Sources for British locomotive liveries (pre-1923) 
 

The situation before 1923 was extremely colourful, but in the absence of 
contemporary colour photography precise definition of the colours employed 
can at times be extremely problematical.  Colour plates appeared in early 20th 
century railway periodicals, such as the Locomotive Magazine (LM) and The 
Railway Magazine (RM), and the 2 volume Our Home Railways, by W J 
Gordon (1910). These all have the value of being contemporary, but the so-
called F Moore artwork in the Locomotive Magazine was probably the most 

https://delicious.com/Librarian_at_NRM/livery
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accurate.  Printed specifications for tendering purposes are also useful, but 
frequently refer to colour samples/panels, now lost, which would not only have 
provided shade but also lining detail. 
 

Railway Contemporary Specifications Retrospective 
 

Caledonian  4-4-0, LM 6/1898 
 4-6-0, RM 9/1907  

4-4-0/4-6-0, 1922 
SPEC/CR/1 

Caledonian 
Railway Livery 

M1/71 

Cambrian 4-4-0, RM 4/1901   

Furness  0-6-2T, RM 
11/1909 

4-6-4T, 1919 
SPEC/FR/1 

Cumbrian 
Railways Circular 

May 1977 

Glasgow & 
South Western 

4-6-0, RM 8/1904 
4-6-4T, LM 12/1922 

  

Great Central 4-4-2, RM 9/1906 4-4-2, 1905 
SPEC/MISC/1 

 

Great Eastern 4-4-0, RM 1/1901 
4-4-0, Gordon Vol.1 
4-6-0, RM 3/1912 

 Great Eastern Jnl  
(Blue) July 1994, 
(Grey) April 1995 

Great Northern 4-2-2, LM 6/1900 
4-4-0, LM 11/1911 
4-4-2, LM 5/1908 

2-4-0, 1881 
0-6-0, 1897 

SPEC/GNR/1 

 

Great North of 
Scotland 

4-4-0, RM 8/1901  Great North of 
Scotland Railway 

Locomotives, 
E8E/463 

Great Western 4-2-2, LM 1/1899 
4-6-0, RM 1/1905 
4-6-2, LM 3/1908 

 Great Western 
Way 

M1/19 

Highland 4-4-0, RM 12/1908 
4-6-0, RM 2/1902 

0-6-0, 1901 
SPEC/MISC/1 

Highland Railway 
Liveries, M1/30 

Hull & Barnsley 0-6-2T, RM 1/1903   

Lancashire & 
Yorkshire 

4-4-2, Gordon Vol.2  See M1/7P 

LNWR (green) 2-2-2, RM 2/1907  LNWR Liveries 

London & North 
Western (black) 

4-4-0, RM 3/1905 
4-6-0, LM 7/1913 

 LNWR Liveries 
M1/38 

London & 
South Western  

4-4-0, RM 9/1903 
4-6-0, RM 3/1908 

 HMRS Livery 
Register No.3, 

M1/3 

LB&SCR 
(yellow/green) 

4-4-0, LM 1/1900 4-4-0, 1900 
0-6-0, 1898 

 

London 
Brighton & 

South Coast 
(umber) 

4-4-2, RM 6/1906 
4-6-4T, RM 

11/1916 

4-4-2, 1905 
SPEC/LBSC/1 

 

London 
Chatham & 

Dover 

 4-4-0, 1890 
0-4-4T, 1890 
SPEC/SEC/1 

Invicta 
(30) Spring 1988 
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London Tilbury 
& Southend 

4-4-2T, LM 1/1908 4-4-2T, 1879, 
1897 

SPEC/MISC/1 

Midland Style 
M1/4 

Manchester 
Sheffield & 
Lincolnshire 

4-4-0, LM 7/1897   

Maryport & 
Carlisle 

   

Metropolitan  4-4-4T, 1919 
SPEC/MISC/1  

 

Midland (green) 2-4-0, LM, 7/1913 2-4-0, 1875,  
SPEC/MR/1 

Midland Style 
M1/71 

Midland 
(crimson) 

4-2-2, LM 1/1898 
4-4-0, RM 11/1907 
0-6-4T, RM 3/1909 

4-4-0, 1900 
SPEC/MR/1 
0-4-4T, 1899 
SPEC/MR/4 

ditto 

Midland & 
Great Northern 

4-4-0, RM 2/1911 4-4-0, 1893 
SPEC/MGN/1 

Liveries of the 
M&GNR etc, 

M1/65L 

North British 4-4-0, RM 6/1904 
4-4-2, LM 2/1912 

 NBR Study 
Group Jnl 

Nos.96/100 

North Eastern 4-4-0, LM 1/1901 
4-4-2, LM 1/1912 

 North Eastern 
Record Vol.3 

M1/45/3L 

North London 4-4-0T, RM 8/1902   

North 
Staffordshire 

0-4-4T, RM 
12/1907 

0-6-4T, RM 4/1917 

  

Somerset & 
Dorset 

2-8-0, RM 6/1914 0-6-0, 1879 
SPEC/MISC/1 

Midland Style 
M1/4 

South Eastern   Invicta 
(33) Autumn 

1989 
(34) Spring 1990 

 

South Eastern 
& Chatham 

4-4-0, LM 7/1901 
4-4-0, RM 8/1908 

4-4-0, RM 12/1914 

4-4-0, 1899 
0-6-0, 1899 
4-4-0, 1913 

SPEC/SEC/1 

Invicta  
(31) Autumn 

1988  
(32 )Spring 1989 

 

Taff Vale 0-6-2T, RM 1/1902 
0-6-2T, RM 

11/1908 

 Great Western 
Way, M1/19 
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‘Big Four’, 1923-1947 
 
Carter, Ernest Frank. “Britain's railway liveries : colours crests and linings, 
1825-1948” London : Harold Starke, 1963. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215033830001381  
 
Haresnape, Brian. “Railway liveries, 1923-1947”. London : Ian Allan, 1989. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215029190001381    

 
 
London Midland and Scottish Railway 
 
Essery, R. J. ; Jenkinson, David. “An illustrated history of L.M.S. coaches, 
1923-1957” Oxford : Oxford Publishing, 1977. (Chapter 3) 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21216015020001381    
 
Essery, R. J. ; Morgan, K. R. “The LMS wagon”. Newton Abbot : David and 
Charles, 1977.  (Chapter 2) 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21216044650001381  
 
Haresnape, Brian.  “London Midland & Scottish Railway”. London : Ian Allan, 
1983. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215029430001381    
 
Jenkinson, David ; Essery, R. J. “Locomotive liveries of the LMS”. Hatch End : 
Roundhouse Books, 
1967  http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?doc
Id=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215033940001381   
London and North Eastern Railway 
 
Haresnape, Brian. “London & North Eastern Railway”. London : Ian Allan, 
1984. 
 http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215030380001381   
 
Harris, Michael. “LNER carriages” Nairn : David St John Thomas, 1994. (see 
pp.39-41) 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21194445020001381  
 
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society. “Locomotives of the L.N.E.R. 
Part 1 – Preliminary Survey”  Rugeley : Railway Correspondence and Travel 
Society, 1963-1994 (pp.43-47) 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21222741980001381    

http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215033830001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215033830001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215029190001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215029190001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21216015020001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21216015020001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21216044650001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21216044650001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215029430001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215029430001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215033940001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215033940001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215030380001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215030380001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21194445020001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21194445020001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21222741980001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21222741980001381
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Tatlow, Peter. “A pictorial record of LNER wagons” Oxford : Oxford 
Publishing, 1976. (pp.7-8) 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21216045830001381  
  
 
Great Western Railway 
 
Haresnape, Brian. “Great Western Railway, 1923-1947” London : Ian Allan, 
1983. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215029840001381   
 
Harris, Michael. “Great Western coaches, 1890-1954”. Nairn : David St John 
Thomas, 1993. 4th ed. (pp.33-37) 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21194443770001381  
 
Lewis, John ; Historical Model Railway Society. “Great Western way” Ripley : 
Historical Model Railway Society, 2009. 2nd ed. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21204552530001381  
   
  
Southern Railway 
 
Bixley, G. “An illustrated history of Southern wagons” Vol.4. Poole : Oxford 
Publishing, 1984-2002  
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21216055720001381   
 
Haresnape, Brian. “Southern Railway”. London : Ian Allan, 1982. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215031510001381   
 
Tavender, L. “LSWR and Southern”. Bromley : Historical 
Model Railway Society, 1970. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215020090001381  
 
Welch, Michael “Southern coaches in colour”. Corhampton : Noodle Books, 
2010 

http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21203101990001381    
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http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215031510001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215020090001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215020090001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21203101990001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21203101990001381
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British Railways, 1948-1994, & Privatisation 1995- Liveries 
 
 
British Railways/British Rail 
 
Railway Pictorial and Locomotive Review  “British Railways Standard Liveries” 
June-July 1949, 88-92 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21218617220001381  
 
Boocock, Colin.” British Railways in colour 1948-1968 : a period of transition” 
London: Ian Allan Ltd, 1988. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215068760001381  
 
Boocock, Colin. “Railway liveries : BR traction, 1948-1995” Shepperton : Ian 
Allan Publishing, 2000. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215062760001381  
 
Boocock, Colin “Railway Liveries :  Privatisation 1995-2000” Shepperton : Ian 
Allan 2001. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215062390001381  
 
Glover, John. “British Rail in colour, 1968-1980”. London: Ian Allan Ltd, 1988. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215066770001381  
 
Hendry, R. Powell. “British railway coaching stock in colour : for the modeller 
and historian” Hinckley  : Midland Publishing, 2002. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215047370001381  
 
Hendry, R. Powell. “British railway coaching stock since 1960 : for the 
modeller and historian” Hersham : Ian Allan, 2006. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21199310170001381    
 
Hendry, R. Powell. “British Railway goods wagons in colour 1960-2003 : for 
the modeller and historian” Hinckley : Midland, 2003. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21211305840001381    
 
 
Specific livery studies: 
 
Jordan, Steve “The liveries of the B.R. standard diesel electric  
shunters in colour (1952-1996)” Kingston-upon-Hull : S.D.J. Publications, 
2006 

http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21218617220001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21218617220001381
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http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215062760001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215062760001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215062390001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215062390001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215066770001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215066770001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215047370001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215047370001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21199310170001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21199310170001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21211305840001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21211305840001381
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http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21214515020001381    
 
“BR Class 20 Bo-Bo DE”, Railway Magazine, October 2002, 38-39 
 
“BR Class 31 A1A-A1A DE”, Railway Magazine, February 1996, 58-59 
 
“BR Class 37 Co-Co DE”, Railway Magazine, September 1999, 70-73, 
October 1999, 74-75, February 2000, 59-61 
 
“BR Class 47 Co-Co DE”, Railway Magazine, June 1997, 49-53, August 1997, 
91, October 1997, 91, February 1998, 83, July 1998, 131, November 1998, 
50-51, July 1999, 82-83, February 2005, 29-31, August 2006, 30-31 
 
Curtis, Adrian N. “Western liveries : a comprehensive record of 
the liveries carried by British Railways' 'Western' Class 52 diesel-hydraulic 
locomotives, 1961-1977” Peterborough : A&C Services, 2001. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21215048210001381  
 
“HST Power Car” Railway Magazine, March 2002, 52-54   
 

Station colours 
 
Hendry, R. Powell. “British railway station architecture in colour : for the 
modeller and historian” Hersham : Ian Allan, 2007 

http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21224171780001381  
 
Jardine, Nick. “British railway stations in colour : for the modeller and 
historian” Hinckley : Midland, 2002. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21194536630001381       
Smith, Peter. “Station colours : a detailed description of the liveries used on 
railway buildings between 1900 and 1960” [S.l.] : Peter Smith, 2013. 
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44
YORK_ALMA_DS21251645050001381  
 
 

Other resources 
 
There are painting diagrams within some of our works drawing collections. 
Please see here for listings: 
http://www.nrm.org.uk/ResearchAndArchive/archiveandlibrarycollections/Rail
wayCoWorks.aspx  
 
There are also a number of unlisted painting specifications, diagrams and 
other paint related material mainly unlisted. Please email 
search.engine@nrm.org.uk if you would like to view this material. 
 

http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21214515020001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21214515020001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215048210001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21215048210001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21224171780001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21224171780001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21194536630001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21194536630001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21251645050001381
http://yorsearch.york.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?docId=44YORK_ALMA_DS21251645050001381
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